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Deliver and teach a consistent Gospel message for a complex world
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Prayer Requests

Baby Jay — heart health

Cathy Brown — heart health

Angie Ridenour — cancer

Betty Clark - cancer

George & Vicki’s Daughter — separation
Peggy Brooks - macular degeneration
Leighan White — breast cancer

Troy Lyons — kidney transplant

David Ellis — stage four cancer

Lisa Bruce’s mother — dementia

Ryan Hancock — cancer

Kathy Johnson — cancer

Jon (friend of a friend) — depression
Brianna Wood — allergic reaction to poison ivy
deployed military and families

Many unspoken requests

Seeking Delegates

If you would like to be a delegate at this year's
District Conference please see Pastor Sam or
Debbie. The conference is held in Roanoke,
July 12 and 13. First Simple Church is allowed
three delegates who represent us at business
meetings and items requiring a vote. You are
also invited to attend the conference if you
would like to know more about the district and
enjoy fellowship with other church leaders.
There are times of worship and speakers that
are always biblically motivating.

Two Wheels, One Mission

Pastor Sam (back row, second from left) with LEU

California ride. As of today (Friday) they have already

made 17 memorial stops with 51 more to go as they
honor the fallen and remember the survivors.

Happy Anniversary!
Sasha and Kelli Digges — 05/03

Opportunity to Serve:
Police Negotiators Conference

On Thursday, May 14th, our church has the privilege of
supporting the local Police Negotiators Conference by
providing snacks and baked goods for the attendees.
We are looking for willing hands and generous hearts to
prepare homemade treats. As Scripture reminds us,
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord” (Colossians 3:23). This is a
wonderful way to show the love of Christ through simple
acts of hospitality and service to those who serve and
protect our community.

If you would like to contribute cookies, brownies, muffins,
or other snacks, please contact Brianna at
(804)937-8861 by Sunday, May 10™".

Thank you for prayerfully considering how you might
bless others with the gifts God has given you.




A Practical Plan to Pray for Your Pastor

1) Pray for God’s favor on your pastor.

God has given your pastor gifts, ability, and passion for accomplishing the work of ministry. However, without God’s
power, there are no eternal results. A church can be built by human effort, but it won’t last. Prayer makes the
difference.

Ministry has always been a divine partnership, your pastor does his part, and God does His part. Pray for that
partnership.

Ask God for anointing on your pastor. Pray for favor, the power of the Holy Spirit, and specifically for the salvation of
many people!

2) Pray for your pastor’s spiritual vitality.

Your pastor is not superhuman, in fact, he is just as human as you are. He needs to tend to his spiritual growth on a
consistent basis.

If you think about a good campfire, no matter how big the fire was, over time it goes out. All fires go out unless you
tend to them. The same thing is true with the spiritual fire in a leader’s soul that keeps them chasing after God.

Pray for your pastor’s love of God, for their genuine and daily relationship with Jesus, and that it would remain close,
real and fresh.

Pray that your pastor’s heart for lost people is white hot. Ask God to give your pastor timely biblical insights.

Pray that the Holy Spirit would stir your pastor’s passion for prayer and that your pastor would regularly hear God’s
voice.

3) Pray for your pastor’s leadership.

A great pastor loves his people and is a good shepherd of those people. He is also, however, a good leader. Both are
needed for a growing and healthy church.

| truly believe that next to the favor of God, everything rises and falls on leadership.

Pray that your pastor is not only open to growing as a leader but passionate and committed to that growth.

Ask God to give your pastor strength of character, wisdom in decision-making, and passion in preaching.

Pray that God would grant your pastor great vision that is clear and inspiring, along with the needed direction and
strategy to achieve that vision.

4) Pray for your pastor’s family.

Pray for your pastor’s spouse and children. Ask God to help them experience a deep and abiding love for each other.
Pray for peace in their home and protection from spiritual attack.

Pray that the fruit of the Spirit would permeate your pastor’'s home: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

And finally, pray that their home is filled with laughter.

5) Pray for your pastor’s physical health.

Your pastor’s life and leadership are limited without good health.

Many hardworking and wonderful pastors don’t exercise or eat well and won'’t see a doctor unless their arm falls off.
Your pastor may feel like he or she doesn’t have time to exercise or practice preventative medicine. | do understand.
But you can pray!

God can intervene for good health through the Holy Spirit speaking to your pastor about taking care of their physical
health.

Ask God specifically to strengthen their stamina, energy, clear thinking and resilience.

If you are interested in reading the entire article, please go to the following website:
https.//danreiland.com/how-to-pray-for-your-pastor/

admin@firstsimplechurch.org
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